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vision to go so far to the east that when it faced to the

front Law's brigade so far over-lapped Big Round Top
that it was necessary to move the two regiments on its

right to its left, and even to the left of the Fourth and
Fifth Texas, which under orders had kept closed on the

Fourth Alabama, the left of Law's brigade. For some
reason not explained by Law, his brigade in advancing

obliqued to the right. After moving two regiments to

the left, the Fifteenth and Forty-seventh Alabama were
still so far to the east that they struck the south side of

the western slope and, following the sharpshooters of

Stoughton's skirmish line, wheeled to the right and went
up over the top of the mountain. (See Oates' account in

his book, Robertson's official report, and reports of regi-

mental commanders in Law's and Robertson's brigades.)

Captain Farley's " Number Nine " ^

Reminiscences by Porter Farley.

" On Wednesday July i, 1863, the Fifth corps, of which

our regiment formed a part, having that morning crossed

the line dividing the States of Maryland and Pennsyl-

1 This paper, although not published in book form, belongs with the

accounts by other historians. It is one of a series of papers written

by Captain Farley describing the history of the One Hundred and

Fortieth New York Volunteers, published at intervals in a Rochester

newspaper, and is Number Nine of that series. This regiment was
raised in Rochester, New York, and was commanded by Colonel Pat-

rick H. O'Rorke from its organization until his death in the battle of

Gettysburg.! As shown by the Warren letters, Captain Farley's Num-
ber Nine had been submitted to General Warren and, after some
suggestions made by him, the final revised draft met Warren's ap-

proval. Warren was so impressed with its value that he requested

that a copy of it should be sent to the Comte de Paris, who was then

writing his " History of the Civil War in America." This request

was complied with, and the information obtained from this paper may
be plainly seen in the chapter on Gettysburg in the Comte de Paris'

work. Captain Farley has kindly permitted me to publish the paper

in this book.
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vania, halted about the middle of the afternoon within

sight of the town of Hanover.
" All the country through which we that day passed had

been overrun by the rebel cavalry. The inhabitants hailed

the army of the Potomac as their deliverers from a threat-

ened wholesale desolation. The day before our arrival

there had been quite a lively cavalry fight at Hanover. We
came in sight of the town at about 3 p. m. and halted in

an open field just beyond its suburbs. Our rest, however,

was but short. News soon reached us of heavy fighting

which had that day taken place some fourteen miles to the

westward, at the town then insignificant, but now known
to fame as Gettysburg. The only particulars of the action

which we could learn were that the First corps had been

engaged and that General Reynolds, its commander, had
been killed.

" At six o'clock that evening we were in motion again,

making all possible speed toward Gettysburg, the point

upon which the entire army was then concentrating.
" This was campaigning under circumstances entirely

different from any of our former experiences. We were

on the soil of a loyal State and were hastening to meet a

presumptuous foe who had audaciously invaded it. The
kindly anxious interest with which the country women and

children gazed upon us as they stood at their gates while

we marched by, and the alacrity with which they furnished

water and food to those who needed it, were incentives to

better feelings than those engendered by the sulky faces

and contemptuous treatment with which we had been so

familiar in our Virginia marches. I have heard and read

many stories of the meanness with which the Pennsylva-

nians treated the Union soldiers during the Gettysburg cam-

paign, of the parsimony which prompted them to charge

and take money for water and outrageous prices for food

furnished to men whose wants were extreme, but justice
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compels me to say that I never saw anything of it. On
the contrary, I witnessed the exhibition of a great deal of

liberality and was the recipient of it in my own person.

Doubtless some of the shameful stories we have heard were

true, but I feel very certain that the miscreants who were

guilty of such meanness were exceptions among the many,

and that a few poor, shriveled souls were able by thus

abusing common decency to bring a reproach upon a kind-

hearted and grateful community.
" We pushed on till one o'clock in the morning of Thurs-

day, July 2, and then halted and lay down to rest in the

road. Overcome by fatigue, the men were asleep almost

as soon as they touched the ground. To how many of the

poor fellows did this prove the last sleep from which they

were ever to arise

!

" At about four o'clock we were roused again, and shak-

ing off as best we could the terrible drowsiness which op-

pressed us, moved still further westward. After march-

ing about two hours we halted and the regiments of our

brigade formed in column by divisions in the rear of

other troops that were deployed in lines of battle, with all

dispositions made as if in the presence of the enemy.
" It was while waiting here that an orderly brought to

Colonel O'Rorke a circular addressed by General Meade to

the army. O'Rorke and I were both mounted and stand-

ing in front of the column. He glanced over the paper,

handed it to me and told me to read it to the regiment.

It was as follows

:

i

" CIRCULAR.

;

" Headquarters Army of the Potomac^
" June 30, 1863.

"The commanding general requests that previous to the engagement
soon expected with the enemy, corps and all other commanding offi-

cers will address their troops, explaining to them briefly the immense
issues involved in this struggle. The enemy are on our soil. The
whole country now looks anxiously to this army to deliver it from
the presence of th^ foe. Our failure to do so will leave us no such
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welcome as the swelling of millions of hearts with pride and joy
at our success would give to every soldier in the army. Homes, fire-

sides, and domestic altars are involved. The army has fought well
heretofore. It is believed that it will fight more desperately and bravely
than ever if it is addressed in fitting terms.

" Corps and other commanders are authorized to order the instant

death of any soldier who fails in his duty at this hour.

"By command of Major-General Meade.
" S. Williams, Ass't Adj't Gen'l.

" West Pointers are not habitual speechmakers, and our

colonel was no exception to the rule; but the order just

read explicitly directed all commanding officers to ' address

their troops, explaining to them briefly the immense issues

involved in this struggle,' and in obedience to it, then and
there, sitting on his little brown horse in front of the regi-

mental colors, dressed as we all so well remember him in

his soft felt hat, long white leather gloves, and military-

cape, Pat O'Rorke made the first and only speech which he

ever addressed to his regiment. It was short and to the

point, and I regret that I cannot repeat the whole of it,

but his closing words I remember very well, when he said,

' I call on the file-closers to do their duty, and if there is a

man this day base enough to leave his company, let him
die in his tracks— shoot him down like a dog.' Those
were the w^ords of a man who meant to do his duty, and

was resolved that everyone under his command should do

the same. The episode was dramatic to the highest de-

gree. The sentiment and the occasion were not such as to

elicit boisterous applause; but a low murmur of approval

throughout his audience showed that as a body they were

ready to follow wherever a brave man would lead.

'' The whole army, with the exception of the Sixth corps,

had by this time arrived upon the field. In the disposi-

tion of the troops our corps was held as a reserve within

the curved range of hills whose crests formed our chosen

line of battle. During the day we were moved from place
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to place, according as different parts of the grand line

seemed more exposed or threatened. Thus early in the

morning we were behind the extreme right; later in the

day we were massed on Rock Creek, near the point where

it is crossed by the Baltimore pike. This position was in

rear of our main line, which has generally been described as

shaped like a horseshoe, with its convexity turned toward

the enemy, but which may more properly be compared to

a fish-hook, its shank beginning on the northern slope of

Round Top and running almost due north along the crests

of Little Round Top and Cemetery Ridge, its curve begin-

ning at the cemetery and its barb and point represented by

Gulp's Hill.

" Late in the afternoon we were ordered to move to the

left of the line where the booming of artillery admonished

us that the bloody work of the day had begun in right

earnest.

" We soon reached the sloping ground where the ascent

began on our side up the ridge, beyond which the battle at

that time was raging. I have said that we could hear the

artillery, though it still had a distant sound; but now the

rifle balls coming over the hill began to whistle through the

air high above us, and in the woods to our left on the hill-

side we saw the surgeons at work over the wounded; and

yet, strange to say, we could but very indistinctly hear the

sound of musketry. It must have been owing to the in-

tervening hill or the direction of the wind, or both causes

combined, for we were even then upon the very verge of

the battle, and when we mounted the ridge two or three

minutes later its full fury burst upon us.

" The First division of our corps, commanded by Brig-

adier-General Barnes, had preceded us. Our division,

the Second, under Brigadier-General R. B. Ayres, followed

it. Our brigade, under Brigadier-General Stephen H.

Weed, led the division, and though my recollection of the
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order in which the regiments were marching does not agree

with that of other officers present, I think that our regi-

ment was the rear one of the brigade, and that the leading

regiments of our brigade were just passing over that

sHghtly elevated ground north of Little Round Top when
down its slope on our left, accompanied by a single mounted
officer and an orderly, rode General G. K. Warren, our
former brigade commander, then acting as General Meade's
chief engineer. Warren came straight toward the head!

of the regiment, where I was riding with the colonel. He
called out to O'Rorke, beginning to speak while still some
eight or ten rods from us, that he wanted us to come up
there; that the enemy were advancing unopposed up the

opposite side of the hill, down which he had just come,

and he wanted our regiment to meet them. He was evi-

dently greatly excited and spoke in his usual impulsive

style. O'Rorke answered, * General Weed is ahead and
expects me to follow him.' ' Never mind that,' said War-
ren, ' bring your regiment up here and I will take the re-

sponsibility.' It was a perplexing situation, but without

hesitating O'Rorke turned to the left and followed the of-

ficer who had been riding with Warren, while Warren
himself rode rapidly down the stony hill, whether in the

direction from which we had just come or to overtake the

rest of our brigade, I cannot say, but evidently to find and
order up more troops. The cause for this haste is graph-

ically described by General Warren himself in a letter which

he kindly wrote me under date of July 13, 1872, from
which I here take the liberty to quote. He says

:

" ' Just before the action began in earnest on July 2, I

was with General Meade near General Sickles, whose

troops seemed very badly disposed on that part of the field.

At my suggestion, General Meade sent me to the left to

examine the condition of affairs, and I continued on till I

reached Little Round Top. There were no troops on it,
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and it was used as a signal station. I saw that this was
the key of the whole position, and that our troops in the

woods in front of it could not see the ground in front of

them, so that the enemy would come upon them before

they would be aware of it. The long line of woods on

the west side of the Emmittsburg road (which road was
along a ridge) furnished an excellent place for the enemy
to form out of sight, so I requested the captain of a rifle

battery just in front of Little Round Top to fire a shot into

these woods. He did so, and as the shot went whistling

through the air the sound of it reached the enemy's troops

and caused everyone to look in the direction of it. This

motion revealed to me the glistening of gun barrels and

bayonets of the enemy's line of battle, already formed and

far outflanking the position of any of our troops, so that

the line of his advance from his right to Little Round Top
was unopposed.

" ' I have been particular in telling this, as the discovery

was intensely thrilling to my feelings and almost appalling.

I immediately sent a hastily written dispatch to General

Meade, to send a division at least to me, and General

Meade directed the Fifth Army Corps to take position

there. The battle was already beginning to rage at the

peach orchard, and before a single man reached Round
Top the whole line of the enemy moved on us in splendid

array, shouting in the most confident tones. While I was
still all alone with the signal officer, the musket balls began

to fly around us, and he was about to fold up his flags

and withdraw, but remained at my request and kept weav-

ing them in defiance. Seeing troops going out on the

peach orchard road, I rode down the hill and fortunately

met my old brigade. General Weed, commanding it, had

already passed the point, and I took the responsibility to

detach Colonel O'Rorke, the head of whose regiment I

struck, who on hearing my few words of explanation about



132 THE ATTACK AND DEFENSE OF
the position moved at once to the hilltop. About this time

First-Lieutenant Charles E. Hazlett, of the Fifth Artillery,

with his battery of rifled cannon arrived. He compre-
hended the situation instantly, and planted a gun on the

summit of the hill. He spoke to the effect that though he

could do little execution on the enemy with his guns, he

could aid in giving confidence to the infantry, and that his

battery was of no consequence whatever compared with

holding the position. He stayed there till he was killed.

" * I did not see Vincent's brigade come up, but I sup-

pose it was about this time they did, and, coming up be-

hind me through the woods and taking post to the left,

their proper place, I did not see them. The full force of

the enemy was now sweeping the Third Army Corps from
its untenable position, and no troops nor any reinforce-

ments could maintain it. It was the dreadful misfortune

of the day that any reinforcements went to that line, for

all alike. Third corps, Second corps, and Fifth corps, were
driven from it with great loss. The earnest appeals for

support drew, I suppose, the troops of the Fifth corps

away from their intended position, that is. Little Round
Top, out on the road to the peach orchard, and so it was
that the Fifth corps reached this vital point in such small

detachments.
" * I was wounded with a musket ball while talking with

Lieutenant Hazlett on the hill, but not seriously, and seeing

the position saved, while the whole line to the right and
front of us was yielding and melting away under the

enemy's fire and advance, I left the hill to rejoin General

Meade, near the center of the field, where a new crisis

was at hand.'

" So much as explaining what Warren had seen when he

came riding down on the head of our regiment and de-

tached us so unexpectedly from the rest of our brigade,

and now to resume the narrative of the part we took in



LITTLE ROUND TOP, GETTYSBURG 133

the struggle which ensued for the possession of Little

Round Top.
** We turned off the road to our left and rushed along

the wooded, rocky eastern slope of Little Round Top, as-

cending it while at the same time moving toward its

southern extremity. It was just here that some of the

guns of Hazlett's battery came rapidly up and plunged di-

rectly through our ranks, the horses being urged to frantic

efforts by the whips of their drivers and the cannoneers as-

sisting at the wheels, so great was the effort necessary to

drag the guns and caissons up the ragged hillside.

" As we reached the crest a never to be forgotten scene

burst upon us. A great basin lay before us full of smoke
and fire, and literally swarming with riderless horses and

fighting, fleeing, and pursuing men. The air was saturated

with the sulphurous fumes of battle and was ringing with

the shouts and groans of the combatants. The wild cries

of charging lines, the rattle of musketry, the booming of

artillery, and the shrieks of the wounded were the orches-

tral accompaniments of a scene like very hell itself— as

terrific as the warring of Milton's fiends in Pande-

monium. The whole of Sickles' corps, and many other

troops which had been sent to its support in that ill-chosen

hollow, were being slaughtered and driven before the im-

petuous advance of Longstreet. But fascinating as was
this terrible scene, we had no time to spend upon it.

Bloody work was ready for us at our very feet.

" Round Top, a conical hill several hundred feet in height,

lay just to the south of us, and was separated from Little

Round Top, on whose crest we were now moving, by a

broad ravine leading down into the basin where the great

fight was raging. Right up this ravine, which offered the

easiest place of ascent, a rebel force, outflanking all our

troops in the plain below, was advancing at the very mo-
ment when we reached the crest of the hill. Vincent's
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brigade of the First division of our corps had come up
through the woods on the eastern slope of the hill, had de-

ployed and taken position on its southern slope, and were
at the moment of our arrival hotly engaged with a superior

and aggressive force of the enemy. As soon as we reached

the crest bullets came flying in among us. We were mov-
ing with the right in front and not a musket was loaded,

a fact which Warren of course knew nothing about when
he rushed us up there.

" The enemy were coming from our right, and to face

them would bring our file-closers in front. The order,
* On the right, by file into line,' would have brought us

into proper position; but there was no time to execute it,

not even time to allow the natural impulse which mani-

fested itself on the part of the men to halt and load the in-

stant we received the enemy's fire. O'Rorke did not hesi-

tate a moment. ' Dismount,' said he to me, for the ground

before us was too rough to ride over. We sprang from
our horses and gave them to the sergeant-major. O'Rorke
shouted, ' Down this way, boys

!

' and following him we
rushed down the rocky slope with all the same moral ef-

fect upon the rebels, who saw us coming, as if our bay-

onets had been fixed and we ready to charge upon them.

Coming abreast of Vincent's brigade, and taking advantage

of such shelter as the huge rocks lying about there af-

forded, the men loaded and fired, and in less time than it

takes to write it the onslaught of the rebels was fairly

checked, and in a few minutes the woods in front of us

were cleared except of the dead and wounded. Such of

the rebels as had approached so near as to make escape

almost impossible dropped their guns, threw up their

hands, and upon a slight slackening of our fire rushed in

upon us and gave themselves up as prisoners, while those

not so near took advantage of the chance left them and re-

treated in disorder.
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" The firing for a few minutes was very rapid, and the

execution on both sides was fearful. Captain Starks, of

the leading company, received four wounds, but with

splendid pluck stayed by his men till the affair was over.

Captain Sibley, of the second company, was shot through
both legs and lay perfectly helpless till carried off.

O'Rorke exposed himself with the greatest gallantry, not

taking the least advantage of the partial shelter which the

rocks afforded. He was shot in the neck and dropped in-

stantly dead without a word. Captain Spies, of Company
B, was shot through the body and desperately hurt. Lieu-

tenant Charles Klein, of the same company, and Lieutenant

Hugh McGraw, of Company K, were both wounded in

the leg, and both died in consequence. Of the enlisted

men there were twenty-five killed and about eighty-four

wounded. Klein and McGraw died. Spies and Sibley were

so badly hurt that they never could rejoin us, and Starks

with his four wounds, all of which were slight, fully re-

covered, and after a few weeks rejoined us, to meet a sol-

dier's death the following spring in the fight near Spott-

sylvania Court-House.
'' Our losses were much more severe than they would

have been if our muskets had been loaded and if the regi-

ment had been formed in proper Hne of battle before it

rushed over the crest of the hill. This remark must not

be construed as reflecting on any one. Warren did not

know that our guns were empty, and if he had known it, or

if he or O'Rorke had halted the column for the purpose

of loading, it would have caused a delay which might, and

probably would, have been disastrous beyond all calcula-

tion.

" In a word, Gettysburg might have been the greatest

disaster of the war, and might have turned the scales in

favor of the rebellion. This may seem an extravagant

statement; but everyone who was there will corroborate
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the assertion that the One Hundred and Fortieth regiment

reached the crest of Little Round Top in the very nick

of time, and before any other troops were there except a

part of Hazlett's rifled battery, and that if we had not

reached it first, thirty or sixty seconds later Hood's Texas
brigade, which was the force we met, would have seized

the hill which was the key to the whole Union line. The
disorganized remnant of Sickles' routed corps would have

been surrounded on three sides. Hazlett's battery w^ould

have been taken and its guns turned upon the Union troops

in the field below. The principal ammunition train, which

was parked about half a mile in the rear, would have been

lost, the general line of battle would have been doubled up,

and a disastrous defeat would have been almost inevitable.

Vincent's brigade of the First division of our corps might

have done something to avert this disaster; but to do it

they would have had to change their front under fire and

on ground the most unsuitable for such an evolution. We
of the One Hundred and Fortieth regiment are so self-

gratulatory as to think that the arrival of the Monitor in

Hampton Roads just when and as she did, was a circum-

stance no more fortunate for the Union cause than was our

timely arrival to fill the gap just when and as we did on

Little Round Top at Gettysburg.
" That was our first really bloody engagement, and in

all the subsequent experiences of the regiment upon many
other desperate fields, the service there rendered upon Lit-

tle Round Top must be regarded as the supreme event

in its existence.

" Vincent's brigade on our left fought splendidly and

lost heavily. Vincent himself was killed. Hazlett's bat-

tery, which was stationed on the crest above and behind

us, had not been able to do any execution upon the force

which actually assailed us, but it played upon the rebel

masses who were driving Sickles' corps in the plain below,
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and after our engagement was over it still kept firing upon
any considerable body of rebels that remained in sight.

What their losses had been during the heat of the engage-

ment I cannot say, but after our fight was over and we
had secured pretty good shelter behind the rocks on the

western slope, their cannoneers were much exposed, and
many fell by the bullets of the sharpshooters, who seemed
swarming in the tree-tops and behind the rocks over in the

direction of the peach orchard. Man after man fell under

this murderous sharpshooting while those thus exposed

were serving their guns directed upon an enemy not en-

gaged in an attack upon our immediate front. For the

better understanding of the part which this battery took

in the action of that afternoon, it may be remarked that

they did little or nothing in repelling the assault of the

Texan brigade which fell upon us. Our men and the

enemy were at too close quarters for that, and the nature

of the ground did not permit the artillery to be of any im-

mediate serv^ice to us. But Hazlett got his guns into posi-

tion just at the time when Sickles' corps was falling back

in great disorder before an overwhelming force, and it was
against these advancing and for the moment victorious

lines that he poured in an effective fire. Here, too, he met
his death in a manner dramatic to the last degree, and yet

to be described.

" When Warren detached and sent us up the hill, word
was sent to our brigade commander. General Stephen H.
Weed, notifying him of the fact, he having gone at the

head of the brigade directly to the front to the support of

Sickles' corps. Upon receiving this word, Weed brought

back the regiments with him as hastily as possible and
put them in position to our right along the crest of Little

Round Top, not, however, arriving till our bloody affair

w^as over. But the sharpshooters were still doing their

best against Hazlett's gunners, and it w^as while standing
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among them that Weed received a mortal wound. Be-

lieving that he was about to die, he was in the very act of

committing his last messages to his friend Hazlett, who
stooped over him, when there came the whiz and thud of

another bullet as it sunk into Hazlett's brain, and that

brave artilleryman fell a corpse across the body of his dy-

ing friend.
'' Thus had fallen our brigadier, the commander of the

battery which we supported, and our gallant young col-

onel.

" The general was carried at once behind the shelter

of a rock, and was soon taken in an ambulance to the farm-

house of Louis A. Bushman, which, as well as his barns

and outhouses, had been taken possession of and was being

used as our division hospital. Weed suffered intensely,

but for some time after he was hurt was entirely conscious

and able to communicate the messages which he had begun

to give to Hazlett. This he did to Lieutenant William H.
Crennell, quartermaster of our regiment, who, with the

other quartermasters of our brigade, had served during

this campaign as Weed's aides. Among other things,

Weed asked that when he was dead the ring which he wore
might be taken from his finger and, with the pocketbook

containing his private letters, be carried to the young lady

to whom he was engaged to be married. As the father of

that young lady has for many years been a public char-

acter, it may not be inappropriate to state that she was the

daughter of Simon Cameron of Pennsylvania.
" Weed's bravery even unto death, and his bluff, out-

spoken manner, were well exemplified by the clearness

with which he made his dying requests, well knowing they

were such, and by the emphasis with which he spoke, par-

ticularly in a reply which almost epitomizes the character

of the man, made to Crennell when he said to him, ' Gen-

eral, I hope you are not so very badly hurt.' Said Weed,
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' I'm as dead a man as Julius Caesar.' He soon became de-

lirious, and died at about nine o'clock that evening.
" During the fight our surgeons, Drs. Dean and Lord,

had been stationed but a few rods in rear of the regiment,

just over the crest of the hill. Here they gave the

wounded such immediate attention as they needed before

being sent to the division hospital at Bushman's farm. To
this place, when the fight was over. Sergeant Wright and

three other men of Company A carried our young colonel,

and there laid him on the ground. I went with them.

He had fallen instantly dead. A bloody froth on each

side of his neck showed the fatal track of the bullet.

" Up to that time in my life I had never felt a grief so

sharply, nor realized the significance of death so well, as

then, when the wild excitement of our fight was over and

I saw O'Rorke lying there so pale and peaceful. To me
and all of us he had seemed so near the beau ideal of a

soldier and a gentleman, all that he had been and the

bright promise of what he was to be, was so fresh in our

minds, and now, in an instant, the fatal bullet had cut

short the chapter of that fair life. I choked with grief as

I stood beside his lifeless form. I had known and loved

him well, and in these last few weeks better than ever, my
position as his adjutant naturally leading to intercourse of

the most familiar kind, as day by day we ate our soldier's

fare together and often at night slept with the same blanket

covering us. For him to die was to me like losing a

brother, and that brother almost the perfection of the

manly graces. What a blow was such a death to the

young wife and loving family who far away waited for

the news from Gettysburg; what was it to us of that regi-

ment whose fortunes he had shared, whose wants and wel-

fare he had watched over, and who had been the witnesses

of the last gallant effort of his life when inspiring every-

one who heard him with an enthusiasm which only master



140 THE ATTACK AND DEFENSE OF

minds can impart, he started his men with their empty
muskets full in the face of a withering fire and springing

to their front in the wild ' rapture of the strife ' fell dead

among them.
*' It was only natural that his so sudden death should

most deeply affect us. But time and place alike forbade

the comfort which comes to the heart when it yields to its

grief.

" I took from his pockets his watch and some trifles,

pulled from his hands the long gloves which he had worn
and slipped them in his belt, helped compose his supple

form in fitting way, collected the men who had brought

him and others to the surgeon's station, and taking a last

look at poor O'Rorke went back to the regiment."

At the battle of Gettysburg Captain Farley was a first

lieutenant and acting as the adjutant of the regiment. I

see nothing to criticise in his account. It was written be-

fore any of the histories from which I have quoted were

published, and was not influenced by any of the statements

contained in them. It is the simple story of an intelligent

soldier who was present in the battle, and related what he

saw and heard. There is no attempt at fine writing; there

was no need for that. I have read it many times, and

never without emotion. His grief at O'Rorke's death was

like mine for Vincent's. Many other heroes in blue and

gray died on Little Round Top that day, and the grief

over their loss was felt in many homes from Maine to

Texas. Let us believe that the men on both sides who died

there did not die in vain.
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Barnes' Report First Division

This report was not made until August 24, nearly two
months after the battle, and then only in conformity to

instructions from headquarters. It is made up in great

part by copying from the reports of his brigade com-
manders. This is excusable, so far as the report of Vin-

cent's brigade is concerned, because it was removed from
his personal observation. I wish to treat Barnes fairly.

Concerning his statement that he detached Vincent's bri-

gade and sent it to Little Round Top, I give him the bene-

fit of supposing that the officer of Sykes' staff who told

Vincent that Sykes had sent him to direct Barnes to send

one of his brigades to that hill yonder, pointing to Little

Round Top, found Barnes after Vincent had gone, and
Barnes sent the order to Vincent. Barnes w^as not with

his division, and did not return to the other two brigades

until after Vincent had gone. If he had been with Sykes,

as he states, Sykes would not have sent one of his staff

with an order for him, but would have given it to him in

person. Barnes' statement that Warren came to them,

when he and Sykes were together, has no confirmation

either from Warren, Sykes, or any other person entitled

to know, so far as I have been able to ascertain. On the

contrary, the letter from Lieutenant Mackenzie to General

Meade, which I have quoted elsewhere,^ shows clearly that

Warren sent Mackenzie to Sickles and Sykes to ask for

troops on Little Round Top. Sickles refused, but Sykes

granted his request. This letter is short and formal, and

is evidently in reply to an inquiry from General Meade;
it should settle that question. I think Warren did not

leave the vicinity of the signal station, after he arrived

there some time before half past three o'clock, until Ward
w^as driven back from the Devil's Den, when he went

down to Weed's brigade, detached O'Rorke's regiment, and

1 P. 292 infra.
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then rode away to find General Meade and report. By
this time Vincent's brigade had been fighting for half an

hour.

It is evident from Sykes' statement that he posted the

brigades of Tilton and Sweitzer himself, and, from the

reports of both these brigade commanders, that Barnes did

not give them much assistance, and that when their stub-

born fight ended by their occupation of the position which

they held during the night, Barnes had disappeared; but

Sykes was looking after them; he gave them orders and

they reported to him. Where Barnes was at this time is

not stated by himself or either of his brigade commanders.

Tilton's First Brigade

This report, as before stated, indicates very little as-

sistance received from Barnes. The only order of Barnes

w^hich he mentions is one to fall back in good order if

unable to hold the position. When he was flanked by over-

w^helming numbers he retired in as good order as the cir-

cumstances permitted and secured a position on a ridge

not far from the Devil's Den, which he held during the

night. He reported to General Sykes.

Sweitzer's Second Brigade

This report and that of the First Brigade show splendid

fighting by the men and skillful management by the brigade

commanders under trying circumstances. I think that

nearly every division commander in the Army of the Po-

tomac would have prevented the surprise which over-

whelmed these brigades. The reader will note Sweitzer's

statement that when his brigade reached its last position

Barnes w^as not present, and he received and obeyed the

order which Sykes had sent to Barnes,
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Vincent, Third Brigade

This report was made by Colonel James C. Rice, who
succeeded to the command when Vincent fell. As I have

so fully described elsewhere the part taken by this brigade

in the battle, I make no further comment on this report.

Twentieth Maine

Colonel Chamberlain wrote this report July 6, while the

events were distinctly remembered. It was carefully pre-

pared by an officer who knew the facts. His commenda-
tion of the character of his men is not, in my opinion,

stronger than they deserve. His subsequent career in

later campaigns, concluding with the surrender at Appo-
mattox, shows his ability and the esteem and regard of his

superior officers. I have accepted his statements in this re-

port as substantially correct. When he succeeded to the

command of the brigade the officers and men of this or-

ganization looked upon him as a worthy successor to But-

terfield, Vincent, and Rice.

Sixteenth Michigan

It is with the deepest regret that I feel obliged to con-

demn this report as unworthy of its author and his gallant

regiment, which formed a part of the Third brigade from

Hall's Hill in front of Washington in the fall of 1861 to

the surrender of the Confederate army at Appomattox,

April 9, 1865, and on all other occasions I believe it per-

formed its full duty with great credit. The greater part

of the regiment fought with its usual valor at Gettysburg.

The report is an effort to explain the misconduct of Lieu-

tenant-Colonel Welch and a large portion of three com-

panies on the right of the regiment. It is full of mis-
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statements which were not accepted at the time by the bri-

gade commander nor the commanders of the other regi-

ments. It is not true that when the brigade reached its

position the Sixteenth was on the left of the Hne, and that

there two of its companies were thrown out as skir-

mishers. No skirmishers were thrown out by this regi-

ment. The Twentieth Maine was the left of the line when
the brigade took its position and remained there. The
Sixteenth came on the ground between the Forty-fourth

and Eighty-third; and at Colonel Rice's request that these

two regiments might fight side by side, as they had done in

all their previous battles, Vincent ordered the Sixteenth

to pass the Forty- fourth, and placed it on the right of the

line. The brigade was all in position and ready for the

enemy before a shot was fired. There was no loss in the

regiment before it reached its place in line. General Weed
was not on the top of the high rock in rear of the regi-

ment at any time during the battle; in fact, he did not

reach Little Round Top until after the last assault of the

enemy was repulsed. I have found no evidence that Gen-

eral Sykes was on that part of the field where Vincent's

brigade fought during the battle of July 2. The fact is

that Welch was not in his proper place in rear of his regi-

ment, where a competent officer, encouraging and sustain-

ing his men, might have prevented the break w^hich oc-

curred. Vincent went up there and tried to restore order,

but fell before he could do so. It is true that the enemy
in great force had reached that part of the line, but the

men of the Sixteenth had maintained their ground before,

in face of determined assaults, and might have done so at

this time if properly commanded; but they were seized with

panic and ran for shelter behind the rocks. Colonel Rice

in his report commends the commanders of each of the

other regiments and some of their subordinate officers, but

does not mention Lieutenant-Colonel Welch, commending
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only Captain Elliott and Adjutant Jacklin of the Sixteenth

Michigan. These officers remained with that part of the

regiment which held fast.

About dusk, after the fighting there had ceased, Colonel

Rice directed me to take my flag, ride to the rear, and
try to get some ambulances and stretcher bearers to care

for our wounded. I found the whole country to the

northeast of Little Round Top filled with field hospital

tents, and ambulances coming and going, but all the am-
bulance officers that I appealed to replied that they were
under orders and could not go where I asked without an

order from the surgeon in charge. I was unable to find

this officer, and continued on down the road running east

from Little Round Top until I reached the last field hos-

pital. Returning, I saw Colonel Welch sitting on his horse

near the Bushman house, with his regimental colors and

near him some forty or fifty of his men. I asked him
where the brigade was. He replied that he did not know;
that they had been driven from their position and he had

followed my brigade flag, thinking they had gone in that

direction. I think Welch and these men had been skulk-

ing behind the high rocks and followed my flag when they

saw me go down the hill. Welch told me that Colonel

Vincent was in that house. This was the Bushman farm-

house, where Vincent had been carried after receiving

his fatal wound. Dismounting, I left my horse and flag

with one of the men of the Sixteenth. This man told me
that he did not believe the brigade had left its position;

neither did L I entered the house, which was full of

wounded m.en. I found Colonel Vincent in a room on the

first floor. He was very pale and unable to speak, but he

held out his hand to me. When I said to him, " The boys

are still there, Colonel," his face lighted up with pleasure

and he pressed my hand. I tried to say a few words ex-

pressing my grief, but was too much overcome by the pa-
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thetic scene. He died in that house five days later. I hur-

riedly left the room and the house and returned to my
post. I found the brigade there, as I expected. Some
ambulances and stretchers had arrived and the surgeons

were there. The men were gathering up the wounded
men, Union and Confederate, and bringing them to the

surgeons near the ambulances. The Confederate pris-

oners able to walk had been gathered in a squad under

guard, and were soon sent to the rear.

Lieutenant-Colonel Welch in later campaigns and bat-

tles redeemed his reputation. He was made colonel of

the regiment and was killed in one of the minor engage-

ments on the lines south of Petersburg. He was leading

a charge on the enemy's intrenchments and received a shot

at close range from one of the Confederates, which killed

him instantly.

Forty-fourth New York

In view of the important part taken by the regiment in

this battle, Lieutenant-Colonel Conner's report is very

modest. One would suppose from reading it that the Con-

federates made only one attack on the front of this regi-

ment, and that this lasted about an hour. This does not

agree with the reports of the Confederate regiments which

made this attack; but as a part of these men took shelter

behind the large rocks within short range and continued

firing, it seemed like a continuous battle. His remark

about firing on the enemy in the hollow on the right evi-

dently refers to the attack on the right of the brigade.

Until Colonel Vincent fell Colonel Rice was in command
of this regiment. He describes the attack in his brigade

report. He overestimates the force of the enemy, as two
or three brigades, but as prisoners taken were from Rob-
ertson's and Law's brigades, he is perhaps excusable. He
says the enemy charged again and again within a few yards
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of these unflinching troops. As Connor did not take com-
mand until the last of the assaults on the Forty-fourth was
repulsed, Colonel Rice's statement, in my opinion, is pref-

erable.

Eighty-third Pennsylvania

Captain Woodward is mistaken about the time of the

engagement. The Fifth corps did not move from its posi-

tion on the Baltimore Pike until some time after three

o'clock. The Confederate infantry was a mile distant

from the Devil's Den when at four o'clock they began

their advance against our line. The attack on Vincent's

brigade must have commenced at some time between 4:30
and 5 p. M. Colonel and Brevet Brigadier-General Wood-
ward is still living, or was a few months ago, at Neosho
Falls, Kansas. He is seventy-seven years old, and, al-

though minus one leg which he lost in battle in 1864, still

enjoys fairly good health. In a letter which I received

from him, dated January 12, 19 12, he admits his mistake

in regard to the time, and authorizes me to correct that

statement to accord with the facts.

General Romeyn B. Ayres, Second Division

As the First and Second brigades did not participate in

the battle on Little Round Top, I make no comment on

their gallant service elsewhere. The statement about the

Third brigade (Weed's), that they were placed on Little

Round Top and ordered to hold the hill,— which duty it

performed well and effectually,— is technically true, al-

though, with the exception of the One Hundred and

Fortieth New York regiment, commanded by Colonel

O'Rorke, it did not arrive on the hill until the last as-

sault on that position had been repulsed.
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Third Brigade,— Weed's

As General Weed was mortally wounded in the battle

and died a few hours later, the report is made by Colonel

Kenner Garrard, of the One Hundred and Forty-sixth

New York, who assumed command when Weed fell.

There are no regimental reports of this brigade. Col-

onel Garrard makes no distinction between the different

regiments of this brigade in regard to the importance of

the part which each took in the action. The brigade was
composed of good men, well officered. If they had been

given the opportunity I have no doubt the other regiments

would have maintained their reputation by the side of the

One Hundred and Fortieth New York, but unfortunately

they did not arrive until this regiment had been fighting

nearly or quite half an hour, had repulsed the last Confed-

erate charge, and had lost a large number of its men and

officers, including Colonel O'Rorke. During this time the

remainder of the brigade, which Sykes had ordered to Lit-

tle Round Top, had marched by that position and under

an order from Sickles had moved out toward the Emmitts-

burg road, to support the Third corps. By the time

Sykes discovered this movement and ordered it back to

Little Round Top, the attack by the Confederates had

been repulsed by the One Hundred and Fortieth New
York, and the battle had dwindled to long distance firing

between the sharpshooters and individuals of both sides.

When Warren from his position near the signal corps

saw the preparations for this attack, he rode down the

hill and detaching the One Hundred and Fortieth New
York from the rear of Weed's brigade, which was then

moving out to the front, sent it up to the crest of the ridge,

where it arrived just in time to prevent the success of the

movement against the right flank of Vincent's brigade.

I regret that no regimental reports of this brigade in re-
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gard to the battle of Gettysburg are to be found in the
'' Official Records." In the absence of these, for the part

taken by the One Hundred and Fortieth New York I re-

fer the reader to the admirable paper entitled Captain Far-

ley's " Number Nine," which will be found in another

part of this book (p. 125). Captain Farley was acting as

adjutant of the regiment at this time, and had an excellent

opportunity to know what occurred.

It had been a mystery to me why Warren knew so little

about the fight which Vincent was making on the southern

slope of the ridge. In a visit to Little Round Top which

I made last spring in company with Captain Farley and

some other gentlemen, I discovered the reason. Near the

middle of the ridge from north to south is its highest

point; from there the crest slopes both to the north and

to the south. There is also a more or less pronounced

ridge running from this point toward the west, separating

into two parts the western slope. With reference to the

surroundings Vincent's position may be said to be almost

in a hole. From this position the ground ascends sharply

to the top of this ridge on the western slope, then de-

scends quite rapidly from that point to the vicinity of the

signal station where Warren stood. There was no artil-

lery with Vincent, the wind was blowing toward the south,

and, with the noise of the battle at the Devil's Den and be-

yond and the firing of Hazlett's battery near him, the mus-

ketry firing of Vincent's men and the Confederates at-

tacking them could not be heard.

Crawford, Third Division

This division was composed exclusively of the " Penn-

sylvania Reserves." Only two brigades commanded by

McCandless and Fisher were present at Gettysburg. As
McCandless' brigade, with one regiment of Fisher's, was
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engaged on another part of the field, and this force with

Bartlett's brigade of the Sixth corps, all under command
of General Crawford, made the last attack which drove the

Confederates from that part of the field, and this accord-

ing to McCandless under the direct supervision of Craw-

ford in the dusk after sunset, it is difficult to see how Craw-

ford found time to visit Fisher's brigade, as stated by him.

The reader will notice that Rice, Fisher, and Chamber-

lain make no mention of orders received from Crawford,

or of his presence in that part of the field. Crawford's at-

tack continued until dark, and finished the battle of July

2 on the left of our line. It w^as well planned and well

executed. It was the first and last permanent success on

the advanced position of Sickles' corps. There is glory

enough for Crawford and his men without his claiming a

share in the deeds of the officers and men of Vincent's and

Fisher's brigades.

Fisher, Third Brigade

This brigade was composed of as good material— of-

ficers and men— as McCandless' brigade, which distin-

guished itself in its fight near the wheat-field. If given the

opportunity, I have no doubt they would have done as well

;

but unfortunately they did not arrive until the fight on

that part of the field was done. The brigade was massed

in the rear of Vincent's position. The last sentence in

Fisher's report, is,
'' Taking it all in all, I have no hesita-

tion in saying that my brigade fulfilled their mission to

Gettysburg." The report appears to have been written

with the purpose of preparing a way for this conclusion,

but with too little regard for the facts. On his arrival

he did not engage the enemy, because that part of the

enemy's force not killed, wounded, or prisoners was al-

ready out of sight. He says that soon after the close of

the fight of the 2d he discovered a hill in his front, from
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the summit of which the enemy was doing us great dam-
age, and at lo p. m. he took two regiments of his brigade

and the Twentieth Maine and ascended the hill, which was
occupied by a full brigade of the enemy. He went up in

line of battle, taking about thirty prisoners during the

ascent. The fight against Vincent's brigade finished be-

tween 6 and 7 p. m. H he sustained the fire from this

full brigade on the summit of Big Round Top for three

or four hours without reply, his equanimity is surprising.

He does not give the name of the full brigade of the enemy
which he encountered. There was no Confederate brigade

on the right of their line not fully accounted for else-

where. The only soldiers of the enemy which could pos-

sibly have been in that location were one small company
of Gates' Fifteenth Alabama, which followed a few of

Stoughton's sharpshooters, drove them off the east end

of the hill, and, as Gates says, did not return to the regi-

ment until some time during the night. The thirty pris-

oners which Fisher claims to have captured during the as-

cent may have belonged to this company, with possibly

the addition of some men from the Fifteenth Alabama
who left their places in line and climbed the hill while the

Fifteenth Alabama was fighting the Twentieth Maine.

The appearance of this full Confederate brigade, which

somehow melted away, resembles Falstaff's " men in buck-

ram."

Fisher certainly did not take the Twentieth Maine with

his two regiments and ascend the hill. He had no juris-

diction over the regiments of Vincent's brigade. Rice

would not have turned over to him the regiment of his bri-

gade if asked for by Fisher. If a brigade commander had

been needed for this expedition. Rice himself would have

gone. He was satisfied, however, to send Colonel Chamber-

lain, with the Twentieth Maine, which he did an hour before

the time when Fisher's men started. Chamberlain says



LITTLE ROUND TOP, GETTYSBURG 251

that about midnight two regiments of Fisher's brigade

came up the mountain beyond his left and took- position

near the summit ; but as the enemy did not threaten in that

direction he made no effort to connect with them.

The other two regiments of Fisher's brigade some time

during the night passed Vincent's brigade going down the

valley on the north side of Big Round Top, and halted at

the foot of the trail which runs up the mountain-side to the

place where the observatory now stands and formed a line

across the valley, which they slightly fortified during the

night by piling up a wall of loose stones. A portion of

these men went up this trail to a point near Chamberlain's

right. Hearing the noise they made, Chamberlain sup-

posed the enemy was coming from that direction, and made

preparation to receive them. The Confederates had es-

tablished a strong skirmish and picket line from north to

south near the top of the western slope. The north end

of this line was not far from the trail up which Fisher's

men had come. The Confederates opened a brisk fire

on them, and they soon returned to the valley.

The losses of Fisher's brigade at Gettysburg, as re-

ported, were three killed and eleven wounded. It is

probable that these losses occurred on the trail, although

the fire of that full brigade of the enemy on the summit of

Big Round Top may have been responsible for some of

them.

In the publication entitled " Pennsylvania at Gettys-

burg," near the close of the second volume is a list of the

inscriptions on each of the Pennsylvania monuments on

the Gettysburg battlefield. These inscriptions state the

casualties of each of the regiments engaged in this battle.

The following is the list of casualties in the four regiments

of Fisher's brigade:

Fifth Pennsylvania Reserves, two men wounded. Ninth

Pennsylvania Reserves, five men wounded. Tenth Penn-
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sylvania Reserves, two men killed, three men wounded.
Twelfth .Pennsylvania Reserves, one man killed, one man
wounded. Total casualties in the brigade, three men
killed, eleven men wounded.

Above does not include the casualties in the Eleventh

Pennsylvania Reserves, which fought with McCandless'

brigade near the wheat-field.
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bors in southeastern Massachusetts; and in Rhode Island

and Connecticut, on which duty and in the supervision of

the construction and repair of the fortifications of New
Bedford, Mass., of Narragansett Bay and of Newport,

R. I., he remained until the time of his death.

" In scientific investigations General Warren had few
superiors; and his elaborate reports on some of the most

important works which have been confided to the Corps of

Engineers are among the most valuable contributions to its

literature.

*' In the field, in the late civil war, he was a brave and

energetic officer, and in the high command to which he at-

tained by his patriotic valor and skill he merited the ad-

miration of the army and the applause of his country.
" He was kind and considerate in all the relations of life,

and his family in its affliction will have the hearty sympathy

of the Corps of Engineers.
" As a testimonial of respect for the deceased, the officers

of the Corps will wear the usual badge of mourning for

thirty days. " George H. Eliot,
'' Major of Engineers.

" By command of Brig.-Gen. Wright."

Strong Vincent, Brigadier-General Volunteers

Strong Vincent was born at Waterford, Erie County,

Pennsylvania, June 17, 1837. He was the son of B. B.

Vincent and Sarah Ann Strong Vincent. As the name in-

dicates, Strong Vincent was of English Puritan and French

Huguenot ancestry. During his childhood his father re-

moved from Waterford to Erie, Pennsylvania, engaging

in business there as an iron-founder and banker. He was

also largely interested in grain elevators in Chicago.

Strong Vincent entered the Erie Academy in 1843, re-

maining there until 1850; learned the trade of iron-moulder
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in his father's foundry 1850-1852; was a clerk in the

foundry office 1852- 1854; entered Trinity College, Hart-

ford, Connecticut, 1854; entered Harvard College 1856,

and was graduated at Harvard in 1859. He read law in

Erie 1859-1860, with W. S. Lane, Esquire; was admited to

the Erie Bar in December, i860, and practiced law until he

entered the Army in 1861.

In April, 1861, he married Elizabeth H. Carter of New-
ark, New Jersey, to whom he had been engaged since his

college days.

Military Record.— Upon the call of the President in

April, 1 86 1, for volunteers for three months' service, he

enlisted in Colonel John W. McLane's Erie Regiment of

Volunteers; was elected second lieutenant of his company;

was promoted to first lieutenant and adjutant of the regi-

ment, serving as such until the muster out of the regiment

at the close of its service in July, 1861.

Colonel McLane received an order from the Secretary

of War, dated July 24, 1861, authorizing him to raise a

regiment of volunteers to serve for three years or during

the war. About half the three months regiment re-enlisted

and by the end of August the full complement of men and

officers had been secured. The regiment was mustered

into the service of the United States, September 14, 1861,

as the Eighty-third Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers,

with John W. McLane as colonel and Strong Vincent as

lieutenant-colonel, to rank as such from July 24, 1861.

Colonel McLane was killed at the battle of Gaines' Mill,

Virginia, June 27, 1862. Vincent was promoted to be

colonel of the regiment, ranking as such from June 27,

1862. When Colonel Stockton (who as senior colonel had

commanded the brigade after General Butterfield's promo-

tion) resigned, soon after the battle of Chancellorsville,

Vincent, who was next in rank, was assigned to the com-

mand of the brigade and continued in command until he



T!RT("..\l)IKR-r.I-:XKRAI, STRONG VIXCKXT

Fcicivg Page 282



LITTLE ROUND TOP, GETTYSBURG 283

was wounded at the battle of Gettysburg July 2, 1863.

In consideration of his distinguished service at this battle

General Meade telegraphed that night to President Lin-

coln, requesting that he be promoted to be brigadier-gen-

eral. The President sent the commission at once by special

messenger, but Vincent's wound was fatal, and he died a

few days later.

Vincent without previous military training showed at

the outset an appreciation of the need of discipline, pre-

cision, and accuracy in all military matters. My first recol-

lection of him is his appearance as adjutant in forming the

line of the regiment for its first dress parade. As I

stood, a private in the ranks, and heard his command on

the right, " To the rear open order, March !
" and saw the

line officers step to the front in an irregular line and heard

him correct their faults, then saw him march to the center,

halt, turn on his heel, face the colonel, who stood like a

statue at some distance with his arms folded, gauntlets

reaching near to his elbows, salute with his sword and re-

port, " Sir, the parade is formed," I confess my first im-

pression of him was not favorable. I thought him a dude

and an upstart. I soon came to know that he wished to

impress on that mob of green country boys, by example as

well as precept, the proper way for a soldier to stand and

to move. It was the beginning for that regiment of its

military education. By the end of its three months' service

spent in continual drill and practice in all the duties of a

soldier, that part of this regiment which re-enlisted for

three years formed a trained nucleus for the Eighty-third

Regiment of Pennsylvania Volunteers, which placed it in

the front rank of volunteers for the war, and kept it there.

Vincent had demonstrated his fitness for a higher position.

McLane had seen service in the Mexican war and had kept

up his training by the command of a militia company for

several years in Erie. He was a tall, commanding figure,
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with a strong voice, and was glad to have Vincent as his

second in command. McLane was a fine officer, and had

he Hved would have been worthy of, and no doubt received,

higher rank; but he was instantly killed in the first great

battle in which the regiment participated— Gaines' Mill.

The long and weary months of the fall and winter of

1861-1862 were not spent in idleness. The men and of-

ficers of this regiment, like those of the other regiments of

the Army of the Potomac, were drilled and disciplined into

a thorough familiarity with their duties. The company
officers were as ignorant as their men. An officers' school

was established, of which Vincent was the schoolmaster.

He made a good one. What he did not know about tactics

and army regulations he learned, and forced the junior of-

ficers to learn and practice. The result was that General

McClellan, late in the fall, pronounced the Eighty-third

Pennsylvania the best drilled regiment in Fitz John Por-

ter's division, if not the best in the army. Of course this

result cannot be attributed entirely to Vincent, although his

quiet, persistent work had much to do with it. The regi-

ment was fortunate in having McLane as its colonel and

General Daniel Butterfield as its brigade commander, and

from Hall's Hill to Appomattox the Eighty-third Pennsyl-

vania showed the effect of this early training.

Vincent was of medium stature, but well formed. He
was a fine horseman, and when mounted looked much
larger than when on foot. He was a gentleman by nature,

quiet and considerate in his demeanor, deserving and re-

ceiving the respect of his men and officers, as well as that

of his superiors in rank. Severe in discipline when sever-

ity was needed, no officer in the army was more thought-

ful and considerate of the comfort and health of his men.

Without the schooling of West Point, by the help of his

trained mind, quickness of perception, and constant study,

stimulated by his intense patriotism, his knowledge of the
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art of war made him equal to any emergency in which he

was placed.

He was generally of a cheerful disposition, but during

his last campaign he seemed to have a presentiment that it

might be his last. On July i, when after a long march
the brigade went into bivouac just before reaching Han-
over, expecting to spend the night there, news came of the

battle at Gettysburg, with the order to continue the march
in that direction. The brigade was quickly formed and

in the road. Just before reaching Hanover Vincent sent

back for the drum corps and the color guard of the Eighty-

third to come to the front of the brigade with their flag.

As the flag was unfurled and rippled in the breeze, he rev-

erently bared his head, and said to Captain Clark, his ad-

jutant-general, " What death more glorious can any man
desire than to die on the soil of old Pennsylvania fighting

for that flag?"

Just before leaving for the war, in April, 1861, he mar-

ried Elizabeth Carter and left her with his father and

mother in Erie. While the army was in permanent camps
at Hall's Hill, Virginia, in 1 861-1862', and in front of

Fredericksburg, Virginia, 1862- 1863, Mrs. Vincent joined

her husband, and remained with him in the winter quar-

ters until the army started on its campaigns, when she re-

turned to Erie. She was a very handsome young woman,
tall, graceful, and a superb horsewoman. When his du-

ties pennitted, Vincent loved to ride with her through the

camps of the army and about the surrounding country.

They were followed with looks of admiration wherever

they appeared. Their love was ideal. She knew the

risks of the service, but she always encouraged him to do his

full duty. It was not military glory, but the purest patri-

otism which actuated both. At this writing Mrs. Vincent

still survives him, one of the noblest of the noble women
of our country.
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Letters About Vincent and His Brigade at
Gettysburg

In 1901 the compiler of this book, in response to his in-

quiry as to the character of General Vincent, his conduct

at Gettysburg, and its effect in determining the result of

the battle, received letters from the following gentlemen,

with permission to publish them. Extracts from which

are subjoined.

(From Major-General Daniel Butterfield, Chief of Staff, Army of

the Potomac at Gettysburg.)

" Hotel Royal Palm, Miami, Florida,

February 19, 1901.
" No man who lived and fought in the battle of Gettys-

burg did more for his country than Vincent. I knew the

whole matter from beginning to end. He was a mag-

nificent soldier, a gentleman of high education and great

ability.

" General Tremain brought messages to General Meade
and to me from the field, describing the exigency and great

need for the immediate occupation of Round Top, and au-

thority was given him to send the troops there. In my
judgment there was not another command on the field

which could have been more effective in the matter of time

and rapidity of movement in getting to the spot in time to

have saved the day, owing to its wonderful efficiency, drill,

and discipline under Vincent, who had been trained and

educated with it."

{From Joshua L. Chamberlain^ Brevet Major-General U. S. V.,

Colonel Commanding Twentieth Maine Volunteers at Gettysburg.)

" Portland, Maine, November 18, 190 1.

" Colonel Vincent's conduct in taking his brigade to
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Little Round Top and placing it in position, and in throw-

ing his great personal energy and determination into the

fight there, are personally well known to me. I regard the

timely occupation of that position, which was at that stage

of the battle the key of the Union defense, as due to the

energy and skill of Colonel Vincent."

{From Charles W. Eliot, President of Harvard University.)

" Cambridge, Mass., November 2y, 190 1.

" I am, of course, incompetent to express an opinion

about the precise value of Colonel Vincent's energetic ac-

tion at Gettysburg; but I remember him as a student in

Harvard College with perfect distinctness, and I should

like to testify to anybody who wants to know what man-

ner of man he was— that he was one of the manliest and

most attractive persons that I ever saw. I remember

thinking that his death was an unspeakable loss to the army

on which the hopes of the country rested at the time, and

to the country which he would have greatly served if his

life had been spared."

{From General Ellis Spear, Major Twentieth Maine Volunteers at

Gettysburg.)

"Washington, D. C, November 23, 1901.
''

I have ifead carefully the foregoing statement in re-

gard to General Vincent's services at Gettysburg. As to

the greater part of the statement, I know of my own knowl-

edge that it is strictly accurate. What happened on the

right of the brigade when Vincent was mortally wounded

I did not see, being then with the Twentieth Maine closely

engaged on the left, but it was a matter of common report

at the time, and beyond question the statement is strictly

accurate. I had seen General Vincent in battle before and

knew what he would do then. He was a very valuable of-
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ficer and of great promise, and his death was a great loss

to the army ; but the success he achieved in averting the im-

minent and great danger on the left at Gettysburg on the

second day of the battle, was worth what it cost, though

the price was great."

(From General James Longstreet^ C. S. A.)

''Washington, D. C, December 6, 1901.
" It gives me pleasure to state in reference to the worth

of Little Round Top to the Union Army at Gettysburg,

it was everything to the success of the Union battle. Gen-

eral Vincent's prompt action in moving to save that point

held it, and was the means of getting the battle to his side.

Many minutes' delay would have given the Confederates

the field."

Sketch of Colonel Patrick H. O'Rorke

By Captain Porter Farley

Colonel O'Rorke was born in County Cavan, Ireland, on

March 28, 1836. He was brought to America when he

was only one year old. His parents settled for a year or

so in Montreal, Canada, then moved to Ogdensburg, New
York, where they remained about two years, when they

moved to Rochester, New York, where they established

their permanent home and where the survivors of the fam-

ily still abide. Young O'Rorke attended No. 9 public

school, and therein obtained such schooling as he had en-

joyed previous to his entrance at the Military Academy at

West Point.

About the year 1855 the University of Rochester estab-

lished two free scholarships open on competition to the boys

of the public schools of the city. O'Rorke competed with

others, and stood first on the list at the close of the exam-
ination. His parents were devoted Roman Catholics, and
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objected to the denominational control of the Rochester

College. On this account he had to forego the educational

advantages which were thus open to him. Soon after

graduating from the public school he began to learn the

trade of his father, which was that of marble cutter.

His general ability had by this time become well recog-

nized and had attracted the attention of the congressman
from the Rochester district, who obtained for him an ap-

pointment to a cadetship at West Point. He entered the

Military Academy in June, 1857, with the class which was
graduated in June, 1861. From the first O'Rorke took a

high stand in his class and finally was graduated at its

head, in a class of thirty-four. Among his classmates the

two best known for distinguished services during the Civil

War were Lieutenant Alonzo H. Gushing, killed on July

3 at Gettysburg, and General George A. Custer, who fell

in the massacre on the Little Big Horn in 1876.

Immediately upon his graduation O'Rorke was com-

missioned as second lieutenant of Engineers. He served

on the staff of General Tyler at the Battle of Bull Run,

July 21, 1 86 1. Later he acted as assistant engineer on the

defenses of Washington and at Fortress Monroe. In Oc-

tober, 1 86 1, he went to Port Royal as one of the staff of

General W. T. Sherman. For his services on this occasion

he received the brevet of captain. In September, 1862, he

w^as commissioned colonel of the One Hundred and For-

tieth New York Volunteers. During all the service of

Colonel O'Rorke as commander of this regiment it formed

a part of the Third Brigade, Second Division, Fifth Army
Corps. It was due to O'Rorke's devotion and skill that this

regiment attained an efficiency which was a source of pride

to him and to the men who served under him.

During the Chancellorsville campaign O'Rorke was in

command of the brigade, as our brigade commander. Gen-

eral Warren, had been assigned to duty as chief engineer
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of the army under Hooker. During the Gettysburg cam-
paign, which closed his admirable and promising career, he

was again in command of his regiment. He fell, instantly

killed, on July 2, 1863, near the foot of the southern slope

of Little Round Top. The last effort of his life was the

gallant leadership displayed as he headed the successful

charge down the slope up which Hood's impetuous men
were already pushing their way. He died in the actual dis-

charge of a service of the most vital importance to his

country.

Colonel O'Rorke had been married to Miss Clara W.
Bishop in July, 1862, only a few weeks before his appoint-

ment as colonel. He left no children. About a year and

a half after his death his widow entered the religious or-

der of the Sacred Heart. She died only a few years ago,

being then Lady Superior in the convent of her order in

Providence, Rhode Island.

Colonel O'Rorke's body was buried on the Bushman
farm near Gettysburg. As soon as possible his wife came

to the spot and caused its removal to Rochester, where it

was buried in the cemetery on Pinnacle hill. It was later

removed to a more eligible spot in the same cemetery, and

still again some years later, when the old Pinnacle ceme-

tery was abandoned, it was removed to the new cemetery

of the Holy Sepulchre, north of Rochester. All this is

mentioned to lead up to the interesting and remarkable fact

that the body of Colonel George Ryan, who succeeded

O'Rorke in command of the One Hundred and Fortieth

New York, and who was killed at Spottsylvania, has also

been four times buried, and now lies beside that of Col-

onel O'Rorke in his family burial lot.

Captain Porter Farley

Military Record— Extracts from the report of the

Adjutant General of the State of New York.
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" Porter Farley.— Age at enlistment, 22 years. En-

rolled at Rochester to serve three years, and mustered in

as Second Lieutenant Company G, One Hundred and For-

tieth New York Volunteers, August 30, 1862. As First

Lieutenant January i, 1863'. As First Lieutenant and

Quartermaster, October 28, 1863. As Captain of Com-

pany B, January 16, 1864. Discharged for disability,

August 4, 1864."

Lieutenant Farley served as acting adjutant of the regi-

ment from the day the regiment left Falmouth for the Get-

tysburg campaign until October 28, 1863, when he was

commissioned regimental quartermaster. He served in this

capacity until he was commissioned captain of Company B.



VI

LETTERS AND PAPERS

Lieutenant Mackenzie to General Meade ^

*"' Brandy Station, Va., March 22, 1864.
" Major-General Meade :

'' Sir : I have the honor to submit the following state-

ment of facts relative to the battle of July 2, at Gettysburg:
" At the opening of the battle of July 2 there v^ere no

troops belonging to General Sickles' corps on Round Top
ridge.

" General Sickles, when called upon by General War-
ren through me, to furnish troops for the defense of that

position, refused to do so, stating that his whole command
was necessary to defend his front, or words to that ef-

fect.

" General Sykes furnished troops for the object stated

above as soon as called upon to do so.

'' I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient

servant, '" Ranald S. Mackenzie,
"' First Lieutenant, Corps of Engineers/'

Lieutenant Mackenzie was one of three lieutenants of

engineers serving on the staff of General Warren, chief

engineer of the Army of the Potomac at the battle of Get-

tysburg. This letter is evidently a reply to one from Gen-

eral Meade, which the writer has not been able to find in

the " Official Records." It is a link in the chain of evi-

dence that Warren did not leave Little Round Top before

the arrival of Weed's brigade, but remained there with the

officers at the signal station, sending his requests for troops

1" Rebellion Records," Vol. xxvii, part i, p. 138.
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to occupy this position through the officers of his staff.

He sent Lieutenant Mackenzie to General Sickles first. If

it be objected that Lieutenant Mackenzie does not say that

Warren's request to Sykes was sent ** through me," the in-

ference is fair that it was, and that he would not repeat

these words in a brief formal letter to General Meade.

A letter from the Adjutant General's office, War Depart-

ment, informs me that, with one exception, all the officers

of General Sykes' staff at Gettysburg mentioned in his offi-

cial report are dead. Correspondence with the only sur-

vivor satisfies me that he is not the officer who carried the

order from Sykes to Barnes, to send one of his brigades to

Little Round Top, which was intercepted by Vincent and

acted upon before it reached Barnes.

It is possible that when Mackenzie delivered to Sykes the

request of Warren that a brigade should be sent to Little

Round Top, Sykes agreed and sent the order to Barnes by

Mackenzie and that, supposing that Barnes would be found

with his division, Mackenzie rode there; and not finding

Barnes, told Vincent of the order which Sykes had au-

thorized him to deliver to Barnes.

General Sykes' Letter ^

"Dear Sir: Your letter has just reached me through

the War Department, and it gives me pleasure to answer

such of the questions it asks as I can. I enclose a copy of

my Report of the Battle of Gettysburg, which is confined

exclusively to what I knew of events then taking place.

The only error in it I have ever discovered, is that Birney

did not close the gap I asked him to, near the battery on

the left of his line. Through that gap the enemy in part

forced his way. The Divisions of the Fifth Corps moved

1 Copy of letter from General George Sykes, commanding Fifth

Army Corps at Gettysburg, to Captain Porter Farley, Rochester, New
York, dated Fort Snelling, Minnesota, August 5> 1872.
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from the Baltimore pike where it crossed Rock Creek, as

follows : First Division, Second Division, Third Division.

About 3 p. M. on the 2d of July the Corps Commanders
were at the headquarters of General Meade. After con-

sultation, I was directed by him to establish the Fifth Corps

on the left of the general line of the army, terminating at

Little Round Top, and hold that part of the field. The
crest of the valley sweeping from Cemetery Ridge around
to the left and embracing Little Round Top was the gen-

eral line of battle adopted by the commanding General.

The position of the Third Corps was not known to me, and
no staff officer was given me to find it out. In looking for

it, I found the gap spoken of in my Report, in consequence

of which, I sought the commander of the troops nearest

it, and asked that it be closed, promising to fill the interval

he might make with my own troops. To accomplish this,

I hastened to the leading Brigades, Sweitzer and Tilton,

First Division, and posted them on the edge of a wood in

front of part of Birney's line, to cover the interval I ex-

pected him to make. How Vincent got to Round Top I

do not know, unless hearing my aide-de-camp deliver the

order for the Corps to take the left of the line, he made
his way there of his own soldierly instinct. As I con-

ducted the two leading brigades across the Taneytown pike

to the position I gave them, I do not remember to have

seen Vincent's troops. I was at the head, and he at the

rear of the column, and a sputtering fire having com-

menced, I was anxious to get the foremost brigades in their

place. The interference with orders given by me to my
troops occurred only in Warren's hurrying up Weed's

Brigade to Round Top, which was very judicious, and an

interference of General Sickles by which General Weed
was withdrawn in part from Round Top, and placed en

route towards the right, until I met him, and at once re-
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turned him to his place. Watson's Battery of regular ar-

tillery was likewise appropriated by Sickles without my
knowledge, in consequence of which it was for a time lost.

General Ayres took position to the right of Little Round
Top until I ordered him to attack in the direction of the
' Den,' and Crawford was to be the right rear of Ayres
until I moved him to the attack at a later hour. You are

right about two Brigades of the First Division being out

towards the peach orchard; I placed them there myself,

and for the reason given. The rocky glen did not admit

of troops being posted across it. If the left of the line of

the Third Corps had not been thrust out into the valley,

there would have been no interval near the glen, and I do
not believe the enemy would have made the headway he

did, but, being there, the glen enabled Longstreet to use

it as a cover, and gave him power to turn the flank of the

Third Corps. Had not the Fifth Corps held Round Top
and the ground adjacent, nothing would have stopped him
from reaching the Baltimore turnpike. Our Corps never

got the credit it deserved that day. It simply saved de-

feat, and every fair-minded soldier knows it. The mili-

tary politicians did not want one of their pets to suffer,

and were strong enough to uphold ' their own.'
'' I have thus, Captain, replied to your letter as far as

I am able. I cannot tell you much not know^n to you be-

fore. I am. Captain,
" Yours Very Respectfully,

" Geo. Sykes."

This letter was written nine years after the battle. In

a measure it confirms my statement. Warren sent Cap-

tain Mackenzie of his staff to Sykes, asking for troops

for the hill. Sykes sent one of his staff to direct General

Barnes to send one of his brigades. Vincent, learning of
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the order, in the absence of Barnes assumed the responsi-

bihty of taking his brigade. He would not have left the

column except in anticipation of an order which he knew
had been issued by Sykes to send one brigade. Macken-
zie, in a letter to be found in Vol. xxvii, '' Rebellion Rec-

ords," says that Sykes responded promptly to Warren's
request. As Sykes did not designate which of Barnes'

brigades should be sent, he may well be pardoned for not

knowing how Vincent got to Little Round Top. What
he says in this respect shows a very high regard for Vin-

cent. Apparently he thinks Vincent's brigade was the

rear of the column, as he says he posted the two leading

brigades himself. In fact, Vincent led the division with

the third brigade, Sweitzer came next with the second,

followed by Tilton with the first. Barnes' statement in

his official report, that Warren in person came to Sykes

is pure fiction. Warren remained on the hill at the signal

station until Weed's brigade arrived and passed to the

front to reinforce Sickles. Warren rode down the hill

at this time and, detaching the rear regiment of the bri-

gade, the One Hundred and Fortieth New York, sent it to

the crest of Little Round Top, under the guidance of

Lieutenant Roebling. Later the remaining regiments of

Weed's brigade were ordered back by General Sykes and

took position on Little Round Top, on the right of the One
Hundred and Fortieth New York.

Notes on the Taking and Holding of

Little Round Top, Gettysburg.^

" This regiment, known as the Halleck Infantry, was

commanded by Colonel Kenner Garrard of the regular army,

1 Prepared for the New York State Commissioners of Gettysburg

Monuments by Lieutenant A. P. Case, of the One Hundred and

Forty-sixth New York, acting as aid on the staff of General Weed,

and after his death on the staff of Colonel Garrard.
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who left the post of Commandant at West Point by re-

quest of General Halleck for that purpose. The regiment

first joined General Warren's Third brigade, Second divi-

sion, Fifth corps. This brigade was then composed of the

Fifth New York, Colonel Winslow (Duryea's Zouaves),

the One Hundred and Fortieth New York, Colonel

O'Rorke, and the One Hundred and Forty-sixth New
York. Warren, O'Rorke, and Garrard were together at

West Point. The two other brigades of Sykes' Second

division were all Regulars. But at the time of the Gettys-

burg campaign the brigade was commanded by General

Stephen H. W^eed of the regular army, and was composed

of the One Hundred and Fortieth New York, the One
Hundred and Forty-sixth New York, and the Ninety-first

and One Hundred and Fifty-fifth Pennsylvania.

''The Fifth corps, after marching nearly all night,

reached the Gettysburg field about 6 a. m. July 2, and was
stationed on the west side of Rock Creek, near the bridge

of the Baltimore Pike, on the extreme right on the Union
line. It was so posted, as we understood, because Gen-

eral Meade that morning contemplated an attack by the

Fifth and Twelfth corps on Ewell's position at Benner's

Hill. Soon after our arrival General Meade sent for Gen-

eral Weed, who had an excellent reputation as an artillery

officer in the regular army, to visit the battery positions in

this part of the line, including Gulp's Hill. The writer,

an extra aide on General Weed's staff, was ordered to ac-

company him. Several batteries were changed at General

Weed's suggestion. But no attack was made on Ewell.
'' About 3 p. M. the Fifth corps was ordered in to support

General Sickles, who held the extreme left of the Union
line. At this time the Union line made nearly a horseshoe

shape, so that the corps w^as marched from the right heel

of the shoe across to the left heel. General Sykes himself

took in Barnes' First division, going by the Peach Orchard
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cross-road. General Ayres' Second division followed, Gen-

eral Weed's Third brigade leading, the other two brigades

following at quite a distance. The Peach Orchard cross-

road connects the Taneytown and the Emmittsburg roads,

and as it leaves the former it crosses over the north foot

of Little Round Top. When the head of General Weed's
column had reached the woods south of Trostles' house and

near where the Third Massachusetts battery was placed,

the smoke of the battle w^as so dense that General Weed
rode ahead to see where he was wanted, and told his staff

to bring the column along very slowly until he returned.

" At this time the rear of the column, the One Hundred
and Fortieth New York, had just passed the foot of Lit-

tle Round Top, which was then bare of troops, and was
occupied only by General Warren and the signal corps.

They had just discovered a movement of rebel troops from

the southwest, to occupy this hill, from which the whole

left of the Union army could be enfiladed. Realizing the

vital necessity of holding this point, and seeing the troops

passing through the valley at its north foot, General War-
ren hastened down to them and found them to be his old

brigade. The men greeted him with repeated cheers, for

he was greatly beloved and respected by his old regiments.

Detaching the One Hundred and Fortieth, he sent it up the

hill, and then rode forward to the head of the column and,

finding General Weed gone, ordered it halted for Weed's

return. Weed soon came back with Sykes' order to take

his brigade on to Little Round Top. He at once moved
up the hill by a countermarch. The writer never learned

whether he saw General Sykes or got the order from a

messenger. A short time before this General Sykes had

detached Vincent's brigade from Barnes' division and sent

it to occupy the level gap south of Little Round Top and

lying between it and Big Round Top, as that passage of-

fered an easy route for the rebel troops to the rear of the
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Union left. I do not think that the occupancy or defense

of Little Round Top was then thought of, for it appeared

almost inaccessible. But the rebel troops that Warren had

seen advancing towards the hill met Vincent's troops in the

gap and at the south slope of Little Round Top, and had

there a hard fight, in which Vincent was killed. His right

was gradually driven back, and Hood's Texas brigade

reached the southern summit of the hill, where they were

met by the One Hundred and Fortieth New York, which

had been rushed up from the opposite side. Never was

there a more opportune arrival. A rebel occupancy of the

hill would probably have been fatal to the success of the

Union army.
" The hill is sparsely covered with trees, and the ground

thickly strewn with huge rocks, so that no deployment of

troops could be made. A desperate hand-to-hand conflict

ensued, the men loading and firing as they passed around

the rocks. Colonel O'Rorke, two of his officers, and

twenty-five privates were killed at the first onset. The
Texans were driven down, Vincent's lines re-formed, with

his right touching the left of Weed's brigade, now all on

the hill. The attack was renewed, and again repulsed.

The regiments then took the positions they remained in un-

til they left the Gettysburg field on the 5th of July. Their

line, facing west, occupied the whole west crest of the hill

in a north and south line, the One Hundred and Fortieth

at the left, next the Ninety-first Pennsylvania, then the

One Hundred and Forty-sixth, with the One Hundred and

Fifty-fifth Pennsylvania on the right. The One Hundred
and Fortieth lay partly down the south slope, and the One
Hundred and Fifty-fifth Pennsylvania partly down the

north slope.

" There is some uncertainty as to which of the regiments

first followed the One Hundred and Fortieth, but the

writer thinks it was the One Hundred and Forty-sixth.
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While the regiments were ascending the hill, Captain Haz-
lett's U. S. battery of four guns was also taken up, the

horses being lashed to their utmost exertions, and the in-

fantry assisting at the wheels. It was a terrible place for

horses or guns, but the emergency had to be met. The
ground on the west front of the hill was covered by the

rocks of the Devil's Den, which were occupied by hundreds

of rebel sharpshooters. This fight on Little Round Top
took place between 4 p. m. and 5 p. m. The rebel sharp-

shooters were a great annoyance to both infantry and ar-

tillery. The guns of the battery could not be enough de-

pressed to dislodge them. Soon after 5 p. m. General

Weed was instantly killed by a bullet, and as he sank to

the ground Captain Hazlett, of the battery, who had been

standing by his side, leaned over to speak to him, when he

too was shot and fell by Weed's side, neither of them
speaking a word, except that Colonel Jenkins of the One
Hundred and Forty-sixth thought he heard General Weed
say ' My sister.'

" During the whole of the next day, July 3, the rebel

sharpshooters killed all who showed themselves on the hill.

The men protected themselves as well as they could, the

One Hundred and Forty-sixth piling up loose stones, which

I am told still remain as they left them. As the hill made
an excellent outlook over the field of the third day's fight,

General Meade and his staff, with the signal corps, were

there all day, occupying a rocky pen directly in the line

held by the One Hundred and Forty-sixth. A company

of Berdan's sharpshooters was brought up and afforded

some protection. It was here that General Warren
thought he could use one of the heavy rifles better than the

man who had it. After firing it a few times, with what

effect no one could tell, his own neck was grazed by a rebel

bullet. He bound it up with his handkerchief and relin-

quished the rifle. The writer, on going over that Devil's
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Den on the morning of July 4 to relieve the wounded Union

soldiers who had lain there since the afternoon of July 2,

found those rocky crevices full of dead rebel sharpshooters,

most of them still grasping their rifles. Behind one short

low ridge of rock lay a row of eighteen dead who had been

tallied out one by one by our sharpshooters. One of the

One Hundred and Forty-sixth brought in the sword of

General Barksdale, of Mississippi, which was found by

the side of his dead body. Colonel Garrard sent it to

General Sykes.
" During Lee's great charge on the afternoon of July 3,

Hazlett's battery (commanded by Lieutenant Rittenhouse

after Hazlett was killed) had a terrible raking fire on the

rebel line, which was made with great effect. This caused

a concentration of the fire of many rebel batteries upon

Hazlett's position, their shell and shot crashing among
the rocks as if the world was coming to an end. The

Fifth corps hospital had been made at the house and barns

of J. Weikart on the Taneytown road at the foot of the

east front of Little Round Top, and during this cannonade

many of the rebel shells came over the hill and struck our

hospital, wounding some a second time. It was then

moved to Lewis Bushman's, about a mile to the southeast.

The losses of Weed's brigade were as follows: Staff, one;

One Hundred and Fortieth New York, one hundred and

thirty-three; One Hundred and Forty-sixth New York,

twenty-eight; Ninety-first Pennsylvania, nineteen; One
Hundred and Fifty-fifth Pennsylvania, nineteen; total, two

hundred.
''

It was a curious coincidence that while the First and

Second brigades of the First and Second divisions, respec-

tively, of the Fifth corps were supporting General Sickles,

the Third brigades of those divisions should have been

separately detached and sent by different routes to the de-

fense of Little Round Top, these two brigades containing
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the only three New York regiments in the Fifth corps.

Thus the Forty-fourth New York, Colonel Cross, of Vin-

cent's brigade came shoulder to shoulder with Colonel

O'Rorke's One Hundred and Fortieth New York and Col-

onel Garrard's One Hundred and Forty-sixth New York
in one of the most critical moments of the Gettysburg fight.

So the New York men of the Fifth corps made a most

gallant fight, and made it side by side. And as General

Weed's death left Colonel Garrard in command of one bri-

gade, so did Colonel Vincent's death bring Colonel Cross in

command of the other brigade. Colonel David T. Jenkins,

afterwards killed in the Wilderness fight, succeeded Col-

onel Garrard in the command of the One Hundred and

Forty-sixth. The Fifth corps left the Gettysburg field on

the afternoon of July 5. Death has come to most of the

leaders of the One Hundred and Forty-sixth— Meade and

Sykes of the corps; Warren, Weed and Garrard of the bri-

gade
;
Jenkins and Curran of the regiment. The One Hun-

dred and Forty-sixth had other ties which united it closely

to General Warren, as one of his brothers was quarter-

master of the brigade, and his youngest brother, Robert

P. Warren, was a captain in the regiment, and he too is

dead."

[Hazlett did not speak after he was shot in the brain,

but Weed lived some time, long enough to give to Lieu-

tenant W. H. Crennell, One Hundred and Fortieth New
York, acting on his staff, minute directions as to disposi-

tion of his effects and messages to his family and to others.

I believe the above account of movements of the brigade,

and particularly of the One Hundred and Fortieth New
York, is substantially corfect."

—

Captain Porter Farley.]

*' A short time before this," says Lieutenant Case in the

preceding paper, " General Sykes had detached Vincent's
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brigade from Barnes' division and sent it to occupy the

level gap south of Little Round Top and lying between it

and Big Round Top, as that passage offered an easy route

for the rebel troops to the rear of the Union left." Con-

tinuing, he says

:

'' Thus the Forty-fourth New York, Colonel Cross, of

Vincent's brigade came shoulder to shoulder with Colonel

O'Rorke's One Hundred and Fortieth New York and Col-

onel Garrard's One Hundred and Forty-sixth New York
in one of the most critical moments of the Gettysburg fight.

So the New York men of the Fifth corps made a most gal-

lant fight, and made it side by side. And as General

Weed's death left Colonel Garrard in command of one bri-

gade, so did Colonel Vincent's death bring Colonel Cross

in command of the other brigade." And again:
'' Death has come to most of the leaders of the One Hun-

dred and Forty-sixth— Meade and Sykes of the corps

;

Warren, W^eed, and Garrard of the brigade; Jenkins and

Curran of the regiment. The One Hundred and Forty-

sixth had other ties which united it closely to General

Warren, as one of his brothers was quartermaster of the

brigade and his youngest brother, Robert P. Warren, was
a captain in the regiment, and he too is dead."

The greater part of the foregoing paper may be found

in '' New York at Gettysburg," having been read at the

dedication of the monument of the One Hundred and

Forty-sixth New York on Little Round Top.

The paper contains much that is true, and some sur-

prising errors. The statement that Sykes detached Vin-

cent's brigade and sent it to occupy the level ground south

of Little Round Top is an error, if it is to be interpreted

that Sykes in person detached Vincent's brigade. If it

means that the movement was made by Sykes' order, it

confirms rather than disproves my statement. The ground

on which Vincent's brigade fought is not level, but is the
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southern slope of Little Round Top. Vincent selected his

own ground without direction or assistance. There is no

record that Sykes saw this position at any time during the

battle.

The statement that the three New York regiments

fought side by side, and that Colonel Cross of the Forty-

fourth New York succeeded Colonel Vincent in command
of the brigade, is contrary to all the records. The Six-

teenth Michigan was between the Forty-fourth and the One
Hundred and Fortieth New York, and the Ninety-first

Pennsylvania between the One Hundred and Fortieth and

One Hundred and Forty-sixth New York. Colonel Cross

commanded a brigade of Caldwell's division, Second corps,

and was killed on Birney's line near the wheat-field.

In his account of the movements of the divisions and

brigades of the Fifth Corps, he sets the time of the arrival

of General Weed, with three regiments of his brigade on

Little Round Top, an hour earlier than I would.

Letters From the Comte de Paris to

Captain Porter Farley

Chateau d'Eu, Seine Inferieure,

December 22, 1877.

Dear Sir: I thank you very much for your letter and

the first installment of your account of the campaigns of the

One Hundred and Fortieth New York Volunteers, which

I read with great pleasure. I am very grateful to General

Warren for having suggested to you to send me that ac-

count, as especially the next part concerning the battle of

Gettysburg will be most valuable for me in the task I have

undertaken— to give an accurate narrative of that great

fight. I have read already a great deal about the splendid

achievements of the One Hundred and Fortieth New York
on Little Round Top, but an account by a member of that




